
All at Sea? Synergies between past and present coastal processes and ecology

Date:   9th -10th September 2010
Venue: Loughborough University

Background

Coastal zones are dynamic systems. They are high-energy environments exhibiting 
rapid spatial and temporal change and are constantly evolving. The complex 
interaction of physical processes operating on both short (e.g. tides, fluvial input of 
nutrients and sediment) and longer-term timescales (e.g. climate & sea level change) 
form the driving force for many of the biological, chemical and sedimentological 
processes that occur in these systems. Coastal zones are unique in their steep 
gradation of conditions (e.g. salinity) which produce distinctive ecological 
communities. 

In recent years human impact has seriously altered many of these coastal systems 
resulting in issues such as eutrophication, over-exploitation of resources and pollution 
catching media attention. Such major anthropogenic changes make it increasingly 
difficult to understand the already complex natural physical processes and ecological 
changes operating within the coastal zone. These complex issues must be dealt with 
before we can begin to use these archives as palaeo-records for understanding the 
past, for which they offer great potential to integrate the independent terrestrial and 
marine records of past climatic and environmental change. By understanding the past 
in these terms we can provide valuable context for investigating recent and future 
change. 

Preliminary Programme:

4 sessions (2 on each day):

1. The contemporary coastal zone: physical, biological and chemical impacts on 
ecology.
2. Assessment of the strength of climatic and environmental change inferences from 
palaeoecological investigations. 
3. Formation of the palaeo-record in high-energy environments: chronology, 
taphonomy and diagenesis 
4. Integrating contemporary and palaeo datasets from the coastal zone: synthesis and 
visions for the future.

Organisers: David Ryves, John Anderson & Paul Wood (Loughborough University)

Further information e-mail: allatsealboro@gmail.com
Or visit our website: http://www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/gy/allatsea/

Abstract deadline: 18th July 2010. Registration details are available on our 
website. Registration deadline: Friday 6th August 2010.
 
In association with the Quaternary Research Association (QRA) and the Estuarine 
and Coastal Sciences Association (ECSA)



Abstract Guidelines

Abstracts should be no more than one side of A4 paper (size 12 font, standard 
margins). Images and diagrams can be inserted providing it still does not exceed one 
sheet of A4 paper. The title of the paper should be indicated clearly at the top of the 
page in bold and all authors should be placed immediately below this, with the 
presenting author underlined. The presenting author should also provide an e-mail 
address for correspondence. All authors address/institutions should also be listed.

The abstract header must clearly indicate the preferred presentation method (i.e. oral 
or poster). For oral presentations, authors may wish to indicate which session they 
would like to present in. If so, this should also placed in the abstract header. Though 
we will try our best to offer everyone their preferred method, due to time and/or space 
constraints this may not be possible.

Abstracts should be submitted to allatsealboro@gmail.com by the 18th July 2010. 
The e-mail subject should state

[NAME] Abstract submission


