QRA-RLAHA Luminescence Dating Award

This award has been set up in collaboration with the Research Laboratory for Archaeology and the History of Art at Oxford University. Up to six optically-stimulated luminescence dates (from Pleistocene or Holocene sediments) will be awarded once a year. The scheme is open to PhD students only and only one award will be made to each successful applicant during their degree; it is not open to undergraduate researchers or to those registered for a Masters degree. To be eligible for the scheme you must have been a QRA member for at least 6 months by the time of application and must not already hold a doctoral degree or a tenured academic position. Applicants must read the following guidelines carefully before applying:

1. The successful applicant will be expected to take the samples themselves in the field following prior consultation with RLAHA. RLAHA will supply full sampling kit and instructions as required.

2. Although it is possible to produce dates from samples taken without in-situ gamma spectrometry, spectrometer readings should ideally be taken in order to obtain more reliable and high-precision dates. If this course is adopted, this will require the presence of a member of staff from RLAHA on site for one day. The applicant should therefore ensure that they have funding to pay the travel expenses (and one night’s basic accommodation, if required) for a RLAHA staff member to visit their site for a day to take measurements (UK sites only).

3. The successful applicant has the option to process all or part of the samples themselves in Oxford, under the supervision of RLAHA, if this is considered to be a desirable aspect of their PhD training. In this case, the applicant should ensure that they have adequate funds to support their stay in Oxford for the required period. Alternately, RLAHA will undertake to process all the samples and will provide the applicant with the dates.

4. Applicants for this award may not apply to the New Research Workers Awards for the same or closely-related project in the same year.

A letter of support from the applicant’s PhD supervisor must accompany the application. Successful applicants will be expected to submit a brief report (500 words) for publication in Quaternary Newsletter during the 12 months following the award. Applicants are encouraged to submit full-length articles to Quaternary Newsletter, which will be subject to the normal refereeing procedure for QN articles. Applicants submitting full-length articles are not required to submit the brief report in addition. The RLAHA and the QRA should be acknowledged in all resulting publications.

Deadline: 15th January
General rules and procedures

1. No more than one grant will be awarded to an individual QRA member in any one calendar year (see also note 7 below).

2. Applications will be considered by an Awards Panel drawn from the QRA Executive Committee, normally consisting of the Awards Officer, the Vice President, the Treasurer and one Ordinary Member.

3. Applications for all awards can be submitted at any time and will be considered by the Awards Panel as follows:

· Standard grants: three times a year (deadlines are 15th January, 15th May and 15th September)

· Special grants: check website as deadlines vary according to grant
· Prize nominations: once a year (deadlines vary according to prize).
4. Results of each grant round will normally be available within 1 month of the deadline.

5. The QRA will not consider retrospective applications, i.e. to support activities that will already have occurred prior the deadline date. Furthermore, in order to encourage well-planned and properly budgeted projects, the QRA will not consider applications for activities that will take place within 2 months of the deadline date. Please note that this rule does not apply to the QRA-14CHRONO Centre award thus, enabling applicants to apply for radiocarbon dating of samples that have already, or are soon to be collected. 
6. Where indicated in their award letter, successful applicants must submit a written report (suitable for publication in Quaternary Newsletter) and/or a statement of expenditure, by a specified deadline.

7. No further applications will be considered until 12 months have elapsed from the time of receipt of written reports and/or statements of expenditure (exceptions apply to Postgraduate QRA Meetings Awards and for postgraduate recipients of a Radiocarbon Short Course Bursary).

8. The financial support from the QRA should be acknowledged in any publication, poster or presentation arising from funded activities.

Completed application forms should be submitted as hard copies and/or electronically to the Awards Officer: Dr Siwan Davies, Department of Geography, School of the Environment and Society, Swansea University, Singleton Park, Swansea SA2 8PP, Wales.

E-mail: siwan.davies@swansea.ac.uk 



Tel: 01792-295233
QRA-RLAHA Luminescence Dating Award Application

Name:

Address:

E-mail:

Details of research studentship:

Please state year of study (1/2/3rd etc.), whether full-time or part-time, and source and degree of funding (e.g. fully-funded NERC)

Date when you joined the QRA:

Title of proposed work:

Dates of proposed work:

Has any other dating work (recent or published) been carried out at your study site? 

Will you require in situ gamma spectrometry to be carried out on site? If YES, please confirm that you have funding to cover RLAHA staff travel expenses for a site visit (and one night’s basic accommodation, if required)

Do you wish to receive training and participate in the processing of all or part of your samples? If YES, please confirm that you have funding to cover your living expenses while undertaking the work at RLAHA

I certify that the information I have given is true.

Signature:








Date:

Please enclose a case for support, which should be no more than two sides of A4, 12-point single-spaced, including figures and references. The case for support should outline the aims of your project and state clearly the contribution that luminescence dating will make to it. If possible, please provide a description of the sediments that you intend to sample and a section drawing.

A separate supporting letter from your supervisor is also required.
